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General

ÅWebsite construction and development
Up and running - now needs maintenance and updating ï

feedback please!

ÅRegular participation in PT exercises and ring 

trials

ÅParticipation in CRL working groups

ÅDeveloping links and networks

ÅIdentifying training and method/validation 

needs



Website



Forward plan

Activity

Mandatory 

for NRL

Open to 

OCLs Timescale

Proficiency Test 2009

2009 Proficiency Test for Mycotoxins - T2 and 

HT2 toxins in cereal material Yes No Starts June 2009

Method Validation Studies

Fumonisins in baby food Underway Starts June 2009

Fusarium toxins (DON, ZON, T2 & HT2) in food 

by LC-MS/MS Yes FY 2009/10 (?)

Fusarium toxins (DON, ZON, T2 & HT2) in 

cereals by LC-MS/MS Yes FY 2009/10 (?)

Ergot alkaloids in cereals by HPLC-FLD Yes 2010

Ochratoxin A in liquorice by HPLC-FLD Yes 2010

Training Activities

Distribution of test sample June-Sep 09

Follow up - Drop in clinic at APA meeting OR Oct-09

Workshop to review results Sep-Oct 09



óoff pisteô activities

ÅMelamine

ÅDyes

ÅIncident response and emerging issues

Should the NRL have a function or 
responsibility to support OCLs with these 
issues?

NRL obvious place to look; communication infrastructure 

in place; missed opportunity?



Individual functions

ÅFood contact materials

ÅDioxins and PCBs (food and feed)

ÅMycotoxins

ÅPAHs

ÅTrace elements

Å Pesticides 

Å Vet meds



FCMs:  CRL-NRL network 

activities

ÅDatabase of analytical methods
ÅNRLs provided methods

ÅEFSA petitions

ÅSensory methods

ÅDatabank of FCM substances
ÅUK and Dutch collections (monomers and additives resp.)

ÅEFSA petitions

ÅReliability of results & comparative testing
ÅGuidance documents 

ÅComparative trials



FCMs:  CRL-NRL Guidelines



FCMs:  Ongoing CRL-NRL 

network activities

ÅDatabase of analytical methods

ÅDatabank of FCM substances

ÅEmerging issues and methods

ÅTask force on active and intelligent packaging

ÅE.g. 4-Methylbenzophenone

ÅMelamine?



FCMs:  Ongoing CRL-NRL 

network activities

ÅReliability of results & comparative testing

ÅTask force on the implementation of existing legislation

ïFunctional barrier

ïReduction factors

ÅPlastics Implementation Measure

ïPreparation of Community Guidelines

ÅComparative trials

ïPhthalates

ïBisphenol A



FCMs: recent FVO UK 

inspection

ÅCovered additives and FCMs

ÅFSA lead as Competent Authority

ÅVisit to WYPA as OCL (additives)

ÅVisit to Fera as NRL for FCMs



Dioxins + PCBs - food and 

feed:  working groups etc.

ÅCEN method ïFera extraction and clean-up 

used as basis; interlab exercise planned for 

2009/10 for NRLs

ÅNon-dioxin-like PCBs WG ïlimits, analytical 

criteria etc

ÅGuidance note for commissioning analytical 

work



Dioxins + PCBs - food and 

feed:  PT scoring



Dioxins + PCBs - food and 

feed:  Bioassays

ÅCALUX® (BDS and XDS)

ÅStill concerns about analytical 

performance in some labs

ÅFera has some experience but 

does not use on routine basis

ÅNo UK involvement in CRL WG

ÅNeed appropriate work 

commitment to establish need in 

order to become more involved
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Mycotoxins: CRL Activities 

ÅParticipation in CRL PT 2008 for DON
ÅDeoxynivalenol calibrant & cereal sample

ÅParticipation in Fumonisin LC-MS validation 
study
ÅMethod performance satisfactory, submitted for 

publication JAOAC Int.

ÅParticipation in Fumonisin IAC HPLC 
validation study for baby food
ÅMethod performance satisfactory, data 

submitted to CEN. 



Mycotoxins: CRL-NRL 

Network Activities

ÅCRL questionnaires
ÅLC-MS capabilities, LOD/LOQ 

Å4th CRL NRL Workshop, 26th-27th March 2009
ÅResults PT 2008 (DON), update PT 2007 

(aflatoxin)

ÅCRL work programme

ÅLOD-LOQ questionnaire, contributions and 
discussion

ÅElectrochemical sensor demo (T2 HT2)



Mycotoxins: CRL-NRL 

Ongoing Activities

ÅActivities
ÅCRL PT 2009 T2 HT2 in cereals

- Results graphs received

ÅCRL method validation studies (OA, Fusarium)

ÅFeasibility study fumonisins standards by Feb 
2010 (open to all)

ÅTraining / support for OCLs
ÅPreparation of semi reference material (& PT)

ÅProvision of SOPs ïfumonisins, aflatoxins, T2 
& HT2



PAHs

ÅLess active

ÅPotential for regulation for PAHs in addition to  

B[a]P.  Will this increase the activity of the CRL?

ÅEFSA 16 (8, 4 or 2) PAHs

Correlation?  Markers?  

CRL focus on methods for EFSA 16



PAHs

Åsurvey on PAH analysis in food in EU - NRLs 

will be requested to supply information

ÅNRLs to contribute to best practice guide on 

LOD and LOQ

ÅInterest from Public Analysts for training and 

methodology



Trace elements

ÅJRC IRMM less active
882/2004 (food and feed ïCRL is JRC-IRMM in Geel, Belgium) 

CRL-ISS is CRL under Community residue control legislation 

(contaminants in animal products 98/536/EC); 

ÅProposed reference material for inorganic 

arsenic to be produced



IMEP PT exercises

ÅCRL PT exercises are open to OCLs.  FSA 

agreed that the NRL would cover costs

Å  10 participants in previous

Å  next registration open until 15 Nov but for Feeds 

(LGC is NRL for heavy metals in feed)



Future focus

ÅContinue to be active and influential with CRL 
working groups

ÅCRL PT and inter-lab exercises critical to 
demonstrate competence 

ÅContinue to work with APA training committee to 
identify priorities

ÅReference material or specific PT needs

ÅArrange programme of visits

ÅBuild links between OCLs and NRL



Training

Feb 2009: 

Dioxins training day

Spring 2010:  

FCMs workshop


