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Joint effort of the Eurofins network

Eurofins Public Analyst Service, UK
Eurofins Global Control, Hamburg

RiceLab, Pakistan
Eurofins India

Eurofins Medigenomix, Munich
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Current issues with rice

Nr. Topic Status Future development

1

GMO

Issue probably resolved for the USA, 

persistent in China Many new GMOs in agriculture expected soon 

2

Mycotoxins

Issue seems resolved with new 

Commission Regulation 669/2009, 5 ppb 

for afla B1 and 10 ppb for sum in cargo rice

Ochratoxin A and Fusarium toxins not considered 

to be a risk in rice

3

Pirimiphos-methyl

Reduction of  MRL  from 5 to 0.05 ppm 

possible. Commission requires data to support further use.

4

Other pesticides

So far pesticides no big issue for rice on 

EU/RASFF level 

Further reduction of MRLs probable for certain 

pesticides.

Issue of quinclorac has been resolved with 

new EU pesticide regulation 

Water soluble pesticides like acetamiprid might 

become an issue 

5

Rice authenticity 

Code of Practice for Basmati rice brought 

clarity for UK

Interpretation of import duty exemption rules are 

not clear yet  ((EC) No 972/2006). Thai fragrent 

rice authenticity under evaluation in France

6

Arsenic

FSA recommendation against rice milk for 

toddlers

New scientific opinion expected from EFSA and 

new limits for rice

7

Packaging materials

Migration of phthalates observed from 

recycled paper package

Comprehensive declaration of compliance required 

for packages made out of plastic since May

8

Cadmium Review of current limits in food

Rice not considered to be a risk, but will be 

monitored
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Basmati rice ïsome facts

ÁExport India (2006/2007): 1.1 million tons / 700 million $

Á and Pakistan (same FY): 900.000 tons/ 570 million $

EU Import (2002/2003): > 270.000 tons, 70 % to UK

ÁPrice: 600 to 700 ú/ton, dehusked Pusa Basmati rice

ÁIn comparison non-Basmati long grain rice: 300 to 350 ú/ton, dehusked 

US long grain 

Yields:

Átraditional Basmati rice (Type III): 3 ï3.5 tons / ha

Áinbred Basmati rice (PUSA): 4 ï7 tons / ha

Álong grain non-Basmati rice: > 8 tons /ha

ÁEU rice import tariffs: 65 ú/ ton for dehusked and 175 ú/ ton for milled 

rice

ÁImport tariff exemption: 9 basmati varieties (dehusked)
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Basmati Varieties

Paddy

Dehusked 

Milled

Basmati 370Taraori Haryana


